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Member o Parliament of North © 


+» 


N Fs to a Miniſter in Scots; 


land: Occa ned by the Houſe 
of Lords Reverſing the Sen -· 
tence of Mr. Greenſhie ls. 
e,, Cn 
4 8 no Queſtion, but the Firſt Accounts you. 
will have of what has paſt here, in the upper 
Houſe of Parliament will be very furprizing bath 


to you and many others, and the more fo or. 


- : * 


two Nea fe IS, — 

Fei, irſt, The Miſrepreſentations and Agravati-- 

+: eee with which thoſe People tell the Story, 
e wed, 
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WW 
us either to make their Triumph over yo 


Kaen aft. | 


enter a little into the State of things with you, by my : 
of Letter, and to Enquire or rather Conſider, what 


| who 


WW A 2 £ r — * * - * . „ x 5 * 1 — E _ 10 ; ſ 1 5 
* BB IRE © . 8 $73, 8 © 1 {IS 4 ** Fee 1 85 FY 933 2 Wr 1 — 
4 0 * ? > — 2 — % Ea hor” Der ESE RS, 9 5 WE 4 7 N 1 1 F 
* 8 R x 2 7 * * a Pe” « > IS . Th a 8. * 8 1 3 $42 0 3 7 
i 4 Dx 4 „ * 5 2 N £3 . LBS. * ; R 
37 3 393 55 Wnt Or EN 4 ACS 754 Wy r 8 * "ID. we» 1 
2 3 af 29 TP. a ag . 9 2 D ; 74 þ * a8 5 x ; r 
3 5 £ 5 : * „ e * N Pf F 9 1 Wh : N 5 
$ a W E 8 a ; 5 * 3 * 4 1 7 4 1 * % a y 5 n * o 5 1 75 > 
I 5 Th. 2 Tar 1 £ #3 5 * „ 
2 4 - 2 x 4 = * RE ES, +.” Fol EG 
PPA. ͤ ͤ SN 5 ; 1 * : Re Y 
10 | 4 * ” . 7 gs - * 2 a 2 ! 4 TR, 
W 3 a p—_ #? > þ 
£ 5. * 1 * ? * K 4 3 4 +. 
7. — 8 8 5 8 4 ; ? k : 8 i A . 
1 4 x 5 Li ” : V 2 — 0 * 
* %. - TS, 5 * : $1.09 { 8 
7 . b 27 
F 1 7 5 


13 
5 


tze greater, or to encreaſe your Diſorder, at 
the Ne 'S, have given a molt unfair and falfe 55 


| * — „ * 4 55 Sy By, 18 
SBecendly, The Apprehenfions and Fears you 


muna have of the Conſequences of it, and of tlie 0 


. 


+ farther Impoſitions of this kind; which may 
J.... 8 S 


| For this Reaſon 1 thought it might be Uſefull, to # 


* 


is the proper Duty of us and our People in Scotland 1 
hone Me Tateceſ and Liberties, both of the 


Church, and People of Scotland moſt at Heart. What 


N is beſt for us to do, and how to behave both with Re. n 

ſpect to the Government, with reſp. & to the Church, 

_ mid with reſpect to 0 Selves, and our Poſterity. _ 
I make po Profeſſions here of N e to, and 
Teal for the true Inte reſt of the 


Chur ch of Scotland; 
ho pe my Behaviour, in all paſt Occafions, wherein ; 


the Church has been Concern d, will Vindicate me, 
d o thoſe that know'we, and ro thoſe that do not know 


me what | ſhall Write on this Occaſion ſhal! ſpeak both 


for it telf and for m: GIF. 1 
am far from Deſiring, that any Man ſhould Aba n- 


don the Intereſt of the Church, 1 wiſh ſome who 


Profeſs an extraordinary concern at this thing, now : 
It is paſt, had Appeared more Concern'd to prevent 


it, when it was in their Power; and not Contented 


themſelves with a Superficial light Oppofition, hardly 
enough to juſtifie their ſayi | 


ng they Oppoſed it, when 
2 Faithfull Vigorous withſtanding this uvjuſt At⸗ 


_ .  Tempt had not been their duty only, but was a debt to 
their ſacred Promiſes when in Scotland, and might per- 
 Haps have been effectual to have warded of this Blow, 
the Conſequences of which, I doubt they will ſhew as 
utttle Concern to prevent as they did the Cauſe. 
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Ilsam tot therefore perſyadi 5 
dr forſake the true Intereſt of the Chaxch of WW RS 
moch lels to give up any the leaſt of her Priviledges.  _ 


© either Diſpondin 


ln order therefore 
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urch of Scotland. 
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and eſtabliſh't Rights; leaſt of all, Would [| have von 


and Invade you. 


— 


"bis Diſcouraged in the Apprehenſi= 
ons of your Caſe being Abandoned and Deſperate, g- 
ven up to your Enemies, or they ſtrengthened to Inſult 


| Yet on the other hind, I ſhould be very Sorry | | 
to See Raſh and Hot Meaſures, Furious Refentinents, 


0 much. 


* 


and Viclent Tempers Run you ont to any Steps, _ 
that either may widen this Breach, or ſeem to lay more 
ſtreſs upon it than the Nature of the Thing calls for, 
and the Main Reaſon, I will not fay the only Rea- 
ſon is, becauſe 1 would not give your Enemies the ad. 
vantage againſt you, that generally are the Effe& of t 
Raſh and Haſty Reſentments, or Ys * your ſelves io 
the Cenſure of thoſe who Boaſt | "of 
Country Men, for the Vio 
%% all. ᷑ Eo ii an tn 
to find ont the ſafe and middle 


7 


over our 


lence and Ungovernd =. 4 


„which the Friends of tlie Church of Scotland, _ 


Way 010 
and thoſe that love and regard her Intereſt, ought to 


take in this nice juncture, I ſhall enquire into, and. 


ſtate the Several Particulars of this matter, as- Im 
partially as I can. r e 


Adinburgh, Firſt came into Debate, in the Houſe of 


It is too true a ſaying, that Abſence Expoſes to In- 


jury, and J confeſs I have often thought, there ought 
tco have been ſome Agent from Scoland there, to have 
Voindicated the Rights of the Church of Scotland, and 


Y 4 
# 


\ 


Feerd. The firſt Queſtion which came to be debated | 
in that Houſe was the Legality of the Appell. 


When the Appeal of Greenſpiels againſt the Ser PA - 
- » Fence of the Lords of Seſſion, and Magiſtrates of E- 


to have pleaded againſt the bringing a Sentence of the 
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Cburch of Scetland, before a Gui Judicature of any; 


ned without any Appeal, except to the Bar of Heaven : 
For every Court where the Queen is preſent, in ſuch 


Find. The ſaid Church having a Soveraign ſudica- I 
ture of their own, in which the Queen being always _ 


preſent by her Commiſſioner, Matters are Determi- 


a manner is a Soveraign Judicature; and the Peculiar 


1 I IOY Soveraign Judicature is this, That it admits 
of no Appeal; for to Appeal from it to the Houſe of 
Peers; is to Appeal from a Soveraign Jndicature, to 


Nonſence. VVV 
There was a Noble Lord of our own Coun- 


ritys, Acts of Parliament, or efiabliſhed Priviledges 


/ "was entirely ſubject to the Goverment of the Civil - 
Power, That the Supremacy of the Crown, in Ca- 
ſtroyed in : 


ſes Eccleſiaſtick was never Repealed or Deſtro! 
Scotland: And much Pains his Lord flip took to bring 
it in the Power of the Houſe of Peers, to Determine of 
all Matters relating. to Our: Church. - The Defign 


the Power of the Houſe of Lords to Alter, Change, 
- or Torn the Government of our Church, from E- 


piſcopal, as they ſhould find Cauſe. 


no Motion . NOS Wd 5 
N As to the Caſe before them it was judged after 


the Houſe of Peers, had a right to take cognizance of 
that Affair do acknowledge there ſeems ſome diffi 
culty to us, Who live in North Britain, abont the 


2 - 


aà Soveraign Judicature, which is Inconfiſtency and 


4 _—= was evident ( viz. ) That by the ſame Rule it lay in 
Fate to Preſbyterian, and from Presbyterian to 
8 But this Neble Lord's pious Endeavours did not 


Succeed according to his deſire, and the Honſe made 


ſome Debate, That the Appeal was regular and that 
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try, and one of our Sixteen, who tock much Pins 
to prove, That our Church notwithſtanding the Ui. 
on, the Act of Security, or any other or former. Zutho- 
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jaftice of any Court determining for themſelves, 
Whether ſuch. or ſuch matters come under theig 
jarildi ion o“ no, ſince no Court will, or but very 
rarely Vote away their own Power. 5 


I mention all this for this Reaſon, That you may 
take notice, that although the Lords did pals it in the 
Affirmative, in favonr of their own Power, that the 
Appeal did ye before them: Vet they did it, not as an 
Ecole ſi aſt le but as a Civil cauſe. So that the Que- 
ſtion, Whether an Appeal Lies from the General Af- 
ſembly, or from-the-Charch Judicatories of the Church 
of Scotland, to the Houſe of Peers, a Queſtion on 
which all our Church Priviledges depends, has not'in 
the leaſt been concern d in this Affair, but remains as 
much in Queſtion as it did before 

Thbis I thought neceſſary to hint, in order to quiet 

the clamours, and make Eafie the Minds of ſome 
well meaning, but raſh People, who think and have 

been too forward to ſpread it about, That the Hou'e 
of Lords have taken cognizance+of the Proceedings 
or reverſt the Sentence of the Presbytry of Edinburg 
in the caſe of Greenſhiels, and con equently have - 
by their Precedent ſubjected entirely the church Ju- 


_ idicatoriesof Scotland to the civil, Juriſdiction 


As, fuch a Thing were it true, would jaſtly Alarm 
us all, and give us good Reafon to Fear the 'Overthro? - 
of our Ectleſiaſtick conſtitution,fo nothing is of more 
Eernicious conſequence, and more deſtructive to our 
Peace, nothing can better gratify, or indeed ſerves the 
- Intereſt of our Enemys, than to have our People amu - 
ſed with, and Impoſed upon to Entertain ſuch a Re- 
port, when as in truth, there was no fuck Thing 


| : | | r th | | 
| ->-[ranſadted in the amy Man that rather by the Pro · 


_ « ceedings, there ſeems to be a tacite Conceſſion to what 
ve all claim (viz. ) That Appeals from our Church 
A torics Wall not 1y etoths Taid-civil Power, = 
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ent Methods of Expre 


* Pug ricky 1 1 Queſticn, EY $7 
our preſent 8 1 and Uneaſmeſs ar —— E 1 
. will depend; And therefore, it is the more 
ſtudied by our Enemies to be concealed. and the con- 8 


trary to be duggeſted. 
Ibe Party who triumph in this v ictory, are misbey 
willing to have it called a Victory over our Church,. | 
and to Poſſeſſes our People That the Sentence of the + 
Chureb 25 ainſt Greenſpiels in this Caſe, is Effectuallß 
Reverſt, That the Epiſcopal People have from hence a 
Tacite Unlimited 1 N Aet up what Forms of 
» Worſhip, and bring in what Innovations they pleaſe, 
and that the C arch Judicatories are hereby Forbia 
den.to.meddle with them, an Article which would by 
os de Parity of Reaſon Diſarm the Diſcipline, and 
e the Conſtitution of our Church. 
rr the chief Reaſon that I can See, why they 
ne to make this paſs for Current among us, is That 
they may provoke, Exaſj 32 and Puſh on the leſs 
prudent part of our People to any Diſorders and Vig- 
their Reſentement 
Bur when it mall be ſet before the good People „ 
Scotland, That our Church Judicatories ſtill remain __ 
* t. That the Houſe of Lords notwithſtanding 
ratoi 2 my Lord B---——and the warm Eo 
2 of others of our Country Men, ta 
ſwadle them to fall upon us, bave yet been ſo far him 
touching upon the Sentence of the Presbjerie,. That 
1 in a Manner on they had no Power to take 
Cobnizance npan- that Point, and therefore that when 
\2-Motion was made to that purpoſe it was rejected 2. 
When theſe things.come to be conſidered by them, AS, 
E Triumphs of the one fide will be great! 1 Ripa; 
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1 01 a taking off in ſomg | 
eof the 8 ntegce of the © ch, in fo oY 
wiftrates are of themſelves backward 


| a mt it's probable may now be more backward, 
to put in Sit he the Cenſures and Sentences of the 
; Shurch, as being 'diſcouraped in thedoing their Dey | 
by this Relglarion of the I Us 0512 e F 4 | 
But 1 ſee no Rea why this ſhonld-by the Gotife: OT 
uence of ſuch a Thing any more than che Pords/'of — _ 
Seifion,” or che Lord C lor in Er gland M,jjj 
x backward or rags in purſuing their Sentenn 
9 aud Deerees in other Civil "Matters, becauſe * 7; 


ie; Jale, to x to be likewiſe” revers d in the Houle of 
ſt is'no gu eſtion the Duty of the Magi irrte ac- | 
1 ht be Act of Parliament in that Date, Enti- | ee 
Rt "An Att to 0 oblige the Civil Magi ſtrates to pur = 
Execution the Cenſures and Semengeref the Chiitth, too 
Support the Indies of the Charck 


= = wi r Aude according to Law ; arid they arg | 


WI © 1 (a ann bligarion to do lt now as = 
Ver could the Magiſtrates anſwer it, not to do ju 
ame thing a'Secord and a Third Tine if Circumſtan- 
A ls . 
5 . 
f 5 : 8 * ; 


* 5 WY 8 — honing con 
2 ought not 25 

acting in their Sta 

Sue to. this x ure 


is Fern th 7 72 


Ban * or be a 
Step can not be found, Jn 
Prejadice from this. 

Ibis bint 1 think en a wa 
| well to quiet the Mints of our Peopl 6 
3 be Impoſed upon, whether 75 their own, Fear: 
r bythe Artificeofvibers to think, That not only t 
1 Church Judicatories have been Attackt, and their 80 W 
tences Reyerſt in theſe Proceedings, but that the gi 
Magittrate is bereby diſabled from any farther ſhare i 


1 | 


an nay 2 = 5 £ 


the Executive Power and is effectually diſchar 
from concerning himſelf 1 in putting thoſe Cenſures a 
Leere in Execution. 

There is no Queltion but the Party who have et 
crete to Mark, and have from the be inning 4 
= and 32515 him would: be Yay poll 

ve us take T 28 Jo this Senſe, becau they 1 4 
it may tend to "the, Fur = Exaſperating fon forme 
Spirits among us, who 9902 forward. to take wrong 
een 1 this caſe, u 


n thi EL BT - 
| hope ey ſhall be — | in the and ie 
* of our 9 I doubt 1 will ſe reaſon to 


calm 


. 
— 
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cal thenking fo RR, 5 IOW ther Temperir in 


54 how much it is plain, they have loſt no 


1 n 
. 4 $54 


and if I 


* or think they fave not ju done 
ach Akt 1 Hoes nay. thir 
caſe, eſpec ally what been dont havi 


y the A our Privy Cauncil, when we 
Fe 8 1 I am not enquiring now into what Injury 


we have received, or whether we have received injury _ | 
or no; Bat into What is next for us to do, What is 
before ns, and how we ought to behave, "after this © 

| Hurpriziog Event, both the Supporting our Righ KS 


our Duty, and Diſappointing our Ene 


Ye w] 8 ant for our Mishchaving our ſelves, with 5 
Hopes of making ſome advantage of our Un- 5 


; Bp | Dh 


: The firſt thing therefore i in order to our regular | 


f Grease in this Affair is to Examine ſpeaking of the 


Church; Have we oft any of our Rights? Are the 
bands of our Diſci pline weakned ? Are any of our Tun. 
See Jivaded ? And have we received any real 


e! 8 


by DE Outlion ſeems molt 1 roper to he ficlt decid- · Pn 
ed, becauſe ſo much of the fears of our Friends de- SE 


. pends upon the Affirmative of this Queſtion. * 
: rege no ſcr uple therefore to anſwer in the Neg a- 


tive, and that Arey 5 And to TRE ene ont: 1 ö 


bee. 


r that they had before, nor are the Magi- - 
L che. le Empowered to put the Laws 
3 n, by this Proceeding. chan they were 


g about to Examine in this caſe, whe · 

2 the e He of Lords have 7 us juſtice or ms; 

Ibere is perhaps no ſentence of any kind confirm'd or 

reyerſt hut he Perſons who lo at ir cauſe, are apt to 
e ther 

aps] ay, ERR in oe 5 


Ks as Lav, by our Higheſt Coprt o civil ics, 15 
pre 4 0 ph Hig had 
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41 4; That no Law, is repealed, , by. which", . 
ie Power of the Rights of che Church were E- 
_ +. + |, Jtabliſhed or ſupported, ſaby the way Rever- 
©. ©. vg a (ſentence, is not repealing a LAW... 
2. No Power is taken from the Charly | 
-.*- , Which it had either it's Diſcipline or Govern- 
ment ſupported; And if any Man. Invade yon 
III your juriſdiction, you have the fame power 

; - which youtud defore. 3 ES... 

- The whole of this Matter js, there SEEMS to bea 
tacite Prohibition of the Magiſtrates from the like 
Proceedings: I fay, SEEMS, for it is no more, and as 

I ſaid before, if the fame Invaſion of their Diſcipline 

and Goverment be made, they ought to do every Le- 
gal thiog to ſupport and maintain if, which they have 
one already, and if the Perſon be aggrieved he may as 
the other did, appeal. The Lords, it's true, may in- 
deed reverſe Wan and to theſe Rene wings, Pleadings, 
and Appeals will ſeem to have o ende. 
I Anſwer, yes, They will have this End, you have 
four Method of Juſtice preſcribed by. a Law; Till that 
aw is Repealed, tho the Lords were to Reverſe the 
Proceedings every time, yet you muſt go by the Rule 
preſcribed, and in time perhaps the Judicature of Peers 
will offer ſome Law to regulate theſe proceedings, that 


4 


we may know how fat our Liberty may be aſferted, 


” 


\ 


and bum far not. 7 
ng the Rraſdu lies here,. 

The Proceedings of the Church are bound by tie 
Laws, Firſt, of God, and Then of the Nation; The Di- 
ſcipline and Governineng of the Church are founded, 

Fu ſt, on the Laws of God, and ate Then Eſtabliſht by 
| te 170 df our Country, which Laws are ſecured, and 
Tecorfirta'd to us, by the Union, and the Act of Securi- 
ty, mate allo a part of that-Union, © / 
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Now 


dcleſiaſtick Judicatories of Scotland 


0. 


"Now the L 
ci Sentence, as having no J. 


+. Which are reſerv d 
from them by the Treaty; Jt muſt be ben, 
Lords dillike the manner of the Civil Nis 
ting in Execution the ſaid Sentence of the Churc 
which by Law they are obliged to do, they mu 


giſtrates ſeems to me, 0 bliged to go on in their Duty, 


25 if no ſuch 'Reverſs of the Late Sentence again 5 
'F drt his 8 
1. We bare nothing to do en, e 


Greenlhiels had been paſt. > Wa 
_ _ Having thus Jay'd down the Pre niſes 
. from 4. age 


till ſuch. a Law ſhall be offered at in theHoale, 


then we ſhall have Room to declare our Right , | 95 


ſhew our Claim and have a fair hearin 
what we ſhall demand, and the Union will be 


* im) in this caſe ſhall be tr ** 4 
All the Pretences Gentle Men have, 


Te Enflaming and Exaſperating our 7 le to 
fall upon Greenſpiels, and his Party ; re 


news bis Attempt, are taken away; 1 by 


this Rule which / am ſure is right, if he hag 5 : 


_ thelike Attempt, he muſt go the 


oy the ſame place, ank be delivered by * ne. 5 
1 ages was before ; 1 Þ tothe end of 
a till the Parliament ſhall think fit to 
repeal the W., which obliges the M Nav A 

res 


to put in execution the Sentences and ( 
of. the: Church, for a Law remains alwa 
force, till it is repealed by the ſame Au 
wiel made it, 2 that * hard to be 
5 found in this cate, DG 3. All 


wet 


r K Was not at al medics with; ove : 
ariſdiction over the Er- 


is doubt in time they will conſider of 2 Law to direct i 1 5 
the Magiſtrates, how and in What manner they ſhall do 5 
their Dut * in this caſe, , AG tin they do fo, the Mas 


— 


the Teſt, by which the Authority the Lords | 5 


my * 
” 
cs 
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that if the 
rates put- 


nc Te: var Fears. 20 deer 
| le, for white your 
ah Rr: are not-at alt enervated, 
ag: by Decree of the Houſe of + 
"EEE 442 no more oc. ie "es 
to & lolence, or popular eats. 


| 15 
5 D it is our bufineſs to wait, wg book on, to 
> ſee what the Enemies of our Peace will do, ' ſee what 
fe they will yenture to make of this ſuppoſed Victory: 
_If they think by this that they are Tollerated to Inſult 
Church. and Ruffle the Magiſtrates, contemn the 
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But there are ſome Exceſſes and Extreams, which 
may in their kind be as fatal to our Intereſt, and which 
perhaps are not ſo eaſie to prevent, as the Rabbles 
the street, and which would be not only as deſtructive 
- to our ſelves, but every way as grateful to our Enemies; 
and Theſe are ſuch as may creep into our Church Jaudi- - 
catories themſelves, that may undermine our Harmo : 1 
ny in our own Proceedings, divide us againſt or 
ſebves, and puſh'us on to wrong Meaſures in managing 
our own Affairs. e , es ade, 
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are worſt Tumults than thoſe of the Street, 
require more Prudence to prevent, more Conduct to 
manage, and more vigour to ſuppreſs, than any Rab. 
ble or Tumult whatſoever, This is the only or moſt 
fatal Thing that can befal us, and therefore is the great 
_ Concern of every Man that bas at heart the Good of 
this Church and Nation; and this is the Occaſion of 
my directing theſe Sheets to you who are A Member of 
the General Aſſembly, There is the Scene of Action; 1 
the Churches. Theater, upon which all ber great inn 
tereſts are repreſented in Miniature, and her future 
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ng a furious Rabble to take Arms; we al ard 
him, but he that has Fire in his Hands Thould be ver 
careful how he goes near a Magazine of Powder, lea. 
he blow up the Garriſon, while he thinks no Evil, 


- The General Aﬀemblyef hs Church of Scotland are 
the Watch men placd upon the high Places of the Na- 
tion; if they give the Alarm, no doubt we ſhall alt be 
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rous d, and it cannot be an unwelcome Caution; eſecs- 
ally while: Friendly given, to take heed that na falſe 
Alara be raiſed ; nor isa falſe Alarm the only Dang "I" 
_ a tas haſty Alarm has its! Miſchiefs in it allo, tho't not 
Equal to the other, yet in the Kind as fatal; 1 
ODeentinel that fires before his- n 20 the 
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to renew thoſe Attacks, till they do prevail. . Tbe Par. 


ty that has made this Attack ( as they have often done 
have amuſed themſelves, not us; they pleaſe themſelves, 
and flatter their Friends with the Noiſe of a mighty. 

Point gain d, whereas let them examine the Fruits af 
| 4heir Victory, and when they have caſt it up ridiculus 


hof Ground? Have they taken away any one Sup- © 
port from the Church? Are they the better able in any . 
one Article, unleſs you give up your own Strength to 
diſtorb you? . Have you any leis . or Foacy from | 
dhe Laws tha n you had before 7 If They think them- 
ſelves ſtrengtbened at all by this Victory, . let us ſep 
what Improvement they can make of it; let us ſee 
what is the next Encroackment they will attempt upowr 
you. In fliort, they are wiſe enough themſelves to 
know they can make no Advantage of this Point gain d, 
unleſs they can irritate, and paſh you on to ſome Inde - 
xency, ſome Irregularity, ſome Extravagancies, where- 
by you. ſhould expoſe your ſelves to the World, render 
your {elves obnoxious to the Law, or leſſen the Favour 
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